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About Ocumel Canada
Ocumel Canada, an initiative of Save Your Skin Foundation, was formed to increase
awareness, advance treatment options, and build a supportive community for those
diagnosed with primary and/or metastatic ocular melanoma (OM). Ocumel Canada is in
close collaboration with a global Medical Advisory Board and partner patient representation
organizations with the endeavour to build on international best practices to improve patient
outcomes for Canadians touched by this disease.

Our Vision
We envision a future when ocular melanoma will be a treatable and manageable disease
and where patients in Canada can easily find support and courage after diagnosis.
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Mission
• Advocate for early detection of ocular melanoma
• Enable access to early treatment of primary ocular melanoma
• Work towards a consistent approach to treatment of metastatic
ocular melanoma
• Integrate best practices from international collaboration
• Support patients who have been diagnosed with primary or
metastatic ocular melanoma
• Build a network of support for patients and caregivers
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Core Values
Compassion for
Patients and Caregivers

Belief in Science

Passion for Promoting
Access to Patient Care

Devotion to Improving
Ocular Melanoma
Patient Outcomes
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Monthly
Highlights
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2018 Monthly Highlights
January
• Publication of blog post titled: Opening Our Eyes to Ocular
Melanoma, written by Nigel Deacon
• Created patient survey and 2018 strategy for building ocular
melanoma patient support

July
• Began Ocular Melanoma survey analysis and reporting

February
• Launched Patient Survey on Ocular Melanoma in English
and French

December
• Created OcumelCanada.ca online presence

October
• Created logo and visual identity for Ocumel Canada

April
• Attended the 7th Annual Eyes on a Cure: Ocular Melanoma
Patient and Caregiver Symposium, Aurora, Colorado, USA
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www.saveyourskin.ca

2018 Highlights

Published blog post in
French and English

Launched survey
Published survey results
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www.saveyourskin.ca

2018 Highlights

Created Ocumel Canada visual identity and online presence
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2019 Highlights
August
• Launched health care professionals survey on Ocular
Melanona care pathways in Canada

January
• Officially launched Ocumel Canada initiative
• Drafted and distributed Ocumel Canada press release on
Canadian news wire
• Earned 17 full-text postings of Ocumel Canada release to
news sites and blogs with estimated total audience of
150,000+

September
• Raised over $3,000 for Ocular Melanoma patients
during Move for Melanoma 2019
November
• Participated in the CureOM #EyeGetDilated campaign
• Attended the 2019 CureOM Science Meeting at the
Society for Melanoma Research Congress 2019

February
• Hosted Webinar: Ocular Melanoma, Innovative Treatments
and Beyond
April
• Presented Ocumel Canada at Eyes on a Cure
Symposium, CureOM, MRF, Raleigh NC, US
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2019 Highlights

Published Press Release in
French and English
Announced the launch of Ocumel Canada
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2019 Highlights
Published resources and Strategic Plan on the Ocumel website
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2019 Highlights

Hosted a webinar on Ocular Melanoma

Participated in the Ocumel Uk’s
iPatchFor Campaign
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Promoted OC on Social Media

www.saveyourskin.ca

2019 Highlights

Published several blog posts
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2019 Highlights

Attended the Eyes on a Cure Symposium
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2019 Highlights

Promoted OC on Social Media

Announced the launch of First Global
Patient Registry for Uveal Melanoma
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Attended the Society for Melanoma
Research Congress 2019

www.saveyourskin.ca

2019 Highlights

Fundraised for Ocular Melanoma Patients during Move for Melanoma 2019
Fundraised for OM patients
on Giving Tuesday
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2019 Highlights

Took part in the #EyeGetDilated Campaign
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2020 Highlights
September
• Released Ocumel Canada Report on HCP Survey:
“Understanding Ocular Melanoma Care Pathways in
Canada”

January
•Prepared 2020 Ocumel Canada Strategic Plan and
created an Ocumel Canada contact card (English
and French)

• Raised almost $20,000 for Ocular Melanoma
patients through the Move for Melanoma 2020
event

February
• Launched ‘Ocular Melanoma Connect’ Facebook
group

November
• Attended and presented at the Eyes on a Cure:
Ocular Melanoma Patient and Caregiver Global
Symposium
• Hosted OM Physician Roundtable

April
• Met with Canadian Partnership Against Cancer re:
Ocular Melanoma Care Pathways
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2020 Highlights

Created an Ocumel Canada contact card in French and English
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2020 Highlights

Published the “Understanding Ocular Melanoma Care Pathways in Canada” report
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2020 Highlights

Promoted Ocumel Canada on Social Media
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2020 Highlights

Created the Ocular Melanoma Connect Facebook group
Published a blog post to promote the
Ocular Melanoma Connect Facebook group
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2020 Highlights

Fundraised for ocular melanoma patients during Move for Melanoma 2020
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2020 Highlights

Attended and presented at Eyes on a Cure: Ocular Melanoma Patient and Caregiver Global Virtual Symposium, Nov 18-21 2020
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2020 Highlights

Attended and presented at Eyes on a Cure: Ocular Melanoma Patient and Caregiver Global Virtual Symposium, Nov 18-21 2020
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2020 Highlights
LEANNE, EDMONTON, AB

ALISON, VICTORIA, BC
"It had been two years since my last regular eye
exam with my optometrist. I started to notice what
I called milky spots, (white flashes), floating across
my vision when I closed my eyes to go to sleep. I
didn’t think much of them until they presented
more frequently and I had experienced sharp pain
in my right eye a couple of times. I decided it would
be wise to make an appointment with my
optometrist.
During my exam, I told my optometrist about the
white flashes. He suggested that I have a digital
image taken of my eyes.
We took the images and then when he viewed them he was concerned about what he saw. He showed
me the image of my right eye and I could see a mass that very clearly shouldn’t have been there. That
was the beginning of my diagnosis of Ocular Melanoma.
I was treated four months later with brachytherapy of the right eye. The plaque filled with radiated seeds
was placed at the back of my right eye and remained there for one week. The surgeries for placement
and removal of the plaque were successful and so began the slow process of the tumour shrinking and
dying. I have lost clear vision in my right eye but am grateful that my eye could be preserved.
I know now that the white flashes and pain I experienced was my retina detaching due to the fluid leaking
from the tumour. I encourage everyone I talk to about my diagnosis to get a yearly eye exam that includes
dilation and to never ignore any changes in vision."

bc.doctorsofoptometry.ca
For more information contact ocumelcanada@saveyourskin.ca | 1-800-460-5832

"CANCER. The word strikes fear into the hearts of
millions, but most people have never heard of eye
cancer. I certainly had not, until January 30, 2017.
Around that time, I had started to notice white
“flashes” in my left eye. I decided to visit my
optometrist to get his advice. At my appointment,
he noticed something of concern and referred me
to a retina specialist the following week. My eyes
were thoroughly examined, including a dilated eye
exam, and at the end of a long visit, the
ophthalmologist sat me down and told me that
there was a melanoma tumour in my eye – I had
cancer.
I was referred to an ocular oncologist and a flurry of activity ensued. Just five weeks later, I had
brachytherapy treatment, which involved a radiated “plaque” being surgically attached to my eye at the
tumour site for five days. The treatment was successful, and over time, the tumour has shrunk and
died. As a result of the radiation, I have lost clear vision in my eye, but I am grateful that my eye could
be preserved.
Ocular melanoma is a rare and dangerous cancer. Even with successful brachytherapy treatment,
more than 50% of patients have metastasis. If this happens, there is no effective treatment available.
The risk of metastasis is lower for smaller tumours, so early detection is very important.
Nearly four years after my diagnosis, I am profoundly grateful that I have remained healthy. I’ve made it
my mission to raise awareness about the importance of eye health. I urge everyone to get a regular
dilated eye exam and to pay attention to any changes in vision. Your life could depend on it."

bc.doctorsofoptometry.ca
For more information contact ocumelcanada@saveyourskin.ca | 1-800-460-5832

Participated in the #EyeGetDilated Campaign
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2020 Highlights

Hosted OM Physician Roundtable
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Looking Ahead
In the coming year, we will be focussing on reaching more
Canadian ocular melanoma patients and offering our support
and information to them.
Our Facebook group, Ocular Melanoma Connect, continues to
grow and provide a meeting place for Canadian OM patients
and caregivers to connect, share resources, and provide
emotional support.
We are also excited about the formation of a national taskforce
of ocular melanoma doctors.
We are at the beginning of a long journey. But there is hope.
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Thank You to our Sponsors
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