
Patient Advocacy Campaign
Yervoy defunding and the lack of transparency by the 
Canadian Drug Implementation Advisory Committee



Overview

The major concerns of the ongoing Yervoy funding concern is two-fold. This issue began in November 2016 
when all public drug plans across Canada suddenly, and without consultation with experts, defunded Yervoy, 
leaving many patients unable to access this potentially life-saving treatment. Kathy Barnard, founder of the 
Save Your Skin Foundation, owes her own survival of metastatic melanoma to Yervoy, which she received in 
a clinical trial, after failing on all previous treatments. This led to awareness about an even larger issue 
concerning the newly formed CDIAC (Canadian Drug Implementation Advisory Committee). 
 

In early 2016, the Canadian Association of Provincial Cancer Agencies (CAPCA) formed the CDIAC to 
provide recommendations on integrating new cancer drugs into existing treatment pathways and to achieve 
greater consistency in drug funding decisions across Canada. Although active, CAPCA did not introduce the 
CDIAC initiative to the cancer community.  

We have never seen the parameters and guidelines for its recommendations. All of its recommendations on 
cancer drugs been kept secret We do not know if any recommendation changed any drug access outcome. 
The Foundation, along with the Canadian Melanoma Task Force of Oncologists believes the CDIAC has 
made recommendations on drugs that are not aligned with accepted clinical practice, resulting in 
reimbursement decisions that differ from other pan-Canadian recommendations. The continued lack of 
transparency causes confusion, and a degree of suspicion. 



Overview

Melanoma treatment is a prime example of how the current review process has failed patients. In 2012, 
Yervoy, the first-generation checkpoint inhibitor, was approved. Today, 25% of treatment-naïve patients who 
received Yervoy experience long-term survival, compared with a historical survival of 5 to 10%. Now, with 
newer checkpoint inhibitors, Keytruda and Opdivo, survival with these drugs is superior to Yervoy. They are 
generally used as initial treatments in metastatic melanoma.  

However, Yervoy is effective in some patients who have failed Keytruda and Opdivo. So why, one year ago, 
did all public drug plans suddenly, and without consultation with experts, defund Yervoy? Canada is the only 
western country to defund this therapy. Today, with new scientific evidence that Yervoy provides clinical 
benefit as a second-line therapy, there has been no change in public funding and no promise to re- evaluate 
the decision.  

However, for patients in the public system, life and death decisions are being made behind closed doors with 
no accountability to the people who are impacted directly by this judgment. Our advocacy campaigns aims to 
urge the current decision makers on health care access to open up the review process and consider, fully, 
the far-reaching impact of their decisions. 



Tactics
2016

Foundation letter to Ministers of Health, pCODR, pCPA and CADTH

Canadian Melanoma Task Force Physicians letter to Federal Minister of Health

National Press Release

Media campaign

Patient Survey 

Patient Advocacy letter template, MoH list, fact sheet and speaking points

2017

Government meetings

National Press Release

Twitter campaign

Opinion Editorials 



Foundation letter - Nov 2016

Read more

http://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/important-new-cancer-treatments-approved-by-health-canada-marred-by-major-provincial-reality-disconnect-for-patients-602426835.html
http://saveyourskin.ca/wp-content/uploads/MOH-letter.pdf


Sent to:



Physicians letter - Nov 2016

Read more

http://saveyourskin.ca/wp-content/uploads/Letter-to-Minister-of-Health-Nov-2016-23.pdf
http://saveyourskin.ca/wp-content/uploads/Letter-to-Minister-of-Health-Nov-2016-23.pdf


Sent to:



Press Release - Nov 2016

Read more

http://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/important-new-cancer-treatments-approved-by-health-canada-marred-by-major-provincial-reality-disconnect-for-patients-602426835.html


Victoria News, November 2016

Earned Media

http://www.vicnews.com/news/foundation-calling-for-access-to-better-cancer-treatments/


Huffington Post, November 2016

Earned Media

http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/natalie-richardson/cancer-drugs-canada_b_13282168.html


Global National, November 2016

Earned Media

https://globalnews.ca/video/3087742/new-way-to-fight-cancer-using-your-own-immune-system


660 News, November 2016

Earned Media

http://www.660news.com/2016/11/02/new-field-cancer-treatment-offers-hope-patients/


Patient Letter Template

Read more

http://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/important-new-cancer-treatments-approved-by-health-canada-marred-by-major-provincial-reality-disconnect-for-patients-602426835.html
http://saveyourskin.ca/becoming-a-patient-advocate/


Fact Sheet | Speaking Points



Press Release - Oct 2017

Read more

http://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/canadian-cancer-patient-network-calls-on-ministers-of-health-and-cancer-agencies-to-lift-the-veil-of-secrecy-on-committee-that-may-be-delaying-or-restricting-access-to-new-cancer-drugs-for-patients-651508413.html


Opinion Editorials - Nov 2017

Read more

Dr. Xinni Song submitted to Ottawa Citizen

Dr. Scott Ernst submitted to London Free Press  

Dr. Kerry Savage submission pending 

Dr. Marcus Butler submission pending

Dr. Mike Smylie submission pending

London Free Press, Dec 2017

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/OpdivoYervoyCombo
http://www.lfpress.com/2017/12/01/ernst-life-and-death-decisions-made-in-dark
http://www.660news.com/2016/11/02/new-field-cancer-treatment-offers-hope-patients/


Government Meetings
October 2017 - Dr. Kim Critchley, Deputy Minister, Health & Wellness, Prince Edward Island

June 2017 - Michele Evans, Assistant Deputy Minister, Pharmaceutical & Supplementary Benefits Division 

May 2017 - Honourable Sarah Hoffman, Alberta Health Minister 

May 2017 - Federal meeting with MP Mark Warawa, MP Joël Lightbound, and MP Dr. Colin Carrie in Ottawa

April 2017 - Kevin Wilson, Executive Director, Drug Plan and Extended Benefits Branch Saskatchewan Health Ministry

April 2017 - Jim Billington, Ministerial Assistant to the Honourable Jim Reiter, Minister of Health Saskatchewan Health 
Ministry, Government of Saskatchewan 

March 2017 - Suzanne McGurn, Assistant Deputy Minister and Executive Officer, Ontario Public Drug Programs 

February 2017 - Dr. Ian Rongve, Assistant Deputy Minister of Diagnostic and Clinical Services, Ministry of Health - British 
Columbia 

February 2017 - Brendan Abbott, Executive Director, Acute and Provincial Services at BC Ministry of Health

February 2017 - Barbara Walman, Assistant Deputy Minister, Medical Beneficiary and Pharmaceutical Services Division  

December 2016 - Dr. Ian Rongve, Minister of Health and Long-Term Care, and Brendan Abbott, Executive Director, Acute 
and Provincial Services at BC Ministry of Health 


